
Whether a viewing takes place or not, it may give the family some 

comfort to know that their loved one is dressed in favourite items 

of clothing. That they have their perfume or aftershave on and may 

have letters, photos or maybe rosary beads placed in their hands, 

depending on what is appropriate and meaningful.

what about a charitable donation?

Some people like to nominate a charity in honour of the person they 

have lost with a request that planned expenditures on flowers should 

take the form of donations to that charity. This request is then included 

in newspaper notices and other correspondence. Your Funeral Director 

will assist you in arranging this.

memorialisation options?

Did you know? Australia has the lowest rate of memorialisation of any 

developed country.

• Cremation: (80% of funeral services in Western Australia) 

 There are a wide range of options available to you with regards to  

 ashes of a loved one. Some of the most common choices are:

 - interment into a location of your choice at a Cemetery close to  

  you (Pinnaroo, Karrakatta, Fremantle, Midland, Guildford,  

  Rockingham, Jarrahdale, Serpentine). 

 - Some people wish to keep their loved one’s ashes at home. It is  

  recommended you purchase an urn for presentation purposes. Your  

  Seasons representative can show you a wide range of urns  

  available. 

 - Some wish to scatter ashes in a significant place to the person  

  who has passed away. 

 For more detailed information, please speak with a Seasons  

 representative who can guide you through the many options  

 available to you.

• Burial: If you have decided on a burial service, you will need to  

 arrange a headstone to be placed on the grave. Please see your  

 Seasons Consultant for advice and a list of recommended Licensed  

 Monumental Masons. 

• Mausoleum: If you are arranging a mausoleum entombment, the  

 Metropolitan Cemeteries Board will liaise with you regarding the  

 plaque inscription. 

• Donation of Body to Science: When a body is donated to science,  

 The University of Western Australia will arrange the disposal of  

 the remains at the appropriate time. The name of the deceased  

 will be listed on a dedicated register as an acknowledgement of their  

 contribution.

memorial service vs funeral service?

Some families choose to hold a funeral without the coffin or casket. 

While this is not for everyone, it is certainly a good option for some. 

The service is conducted as per the usual format, and where the coffin 

or casket is traditionally placed, a table of flowers, photos, candles, 

memorabilia and an ashes urn where applicable is arranged in its 

place. This is particularly common when it is impractical to bring a 

coffin to the venue of choice. 

There is uniqueness in everyone. A passion for life that radiates 

through them and touches the people they meet. Some conceal it 

more than others, but it is always there, in the eyes of their children or 

parents, in the hearts of their friends and loved ones, in the minds of 

the people who cared for them.

A Seasons Funeral is a direct reflection of this gift, the opportunity 

to recall the contribution someone has made to our lives and to pay 

respect to their memory. To us, the most important thing is getting to 

know the person we are saying farewell to and helping you celebrate 

their life with a meaningful ceremony.

Because of this, every Seasons Funeral is different.
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“Celebrating a life” means different things to different 
people. To us, it’s about trying to establish what made that 
person unique – what was their passion in life? Was it the love 
for their family? Was it golf? Fishing? Their garden or farm? 
Food and wine? Their Church? Did they love to travel? What 
were their hobbies and interests?

A recent study showed that after the funeral, over half of all bereaved 

families felt dissatisfied with their arrangements. As one lady said, “it 

was as though the spirit of the individual we were saying farewell to 

was missing from the service”.

More than anything else, we want to work with you to ensure the 

service we create is a tribute to the distinctive character of the person 

we are saying farewell to. This involves some “big picture” decisions 

in terms of the selection of the venue, displays of photographs and 

choice of music, but it is the subtle details that make a funeral truly 

memorable.

At Seasons we tailor the service to suit your budget and the amount 

you spend is our least concern. What matters most is ensuring that we 

create a memorable funeral that is a fitting tribute to the person you 

are saying farewell to.

 
where to hold the funeral

A funeral ceremony is normally quite separate from the interment of the 

body. Many of our clients wish to hold the service in a place that has 

special meaning for them. These can include a private chapel, a church, 

public space, home or garden. Seasons have organised funeral services 

in tractor sheds, on golf courses and beaches. 

 
who will lead the service?

This could be a member of the clergy, a celebrant, family member or 

friend. Ideally it should be someone that is used to public speaking 

and able to deal with the sensitivity of the occasion. A funeral needs 

someone that can manage the various stages in a respectful manner. 

It helps if the person chosen to lead the service has had some 

experience of what is required, but it is not essential. At Seasons, we 

have a list of excellent and experienced celebrants and clergy. Your 

Funeral Director will arrange this on your behalf and put you in contact 

with someone to suit the needs of your family.

 
who will write and/or present the eulogy? 

Will this be a family member, close friend, or the celebrant/clergy? 

Is there anyone else who would like to speak? This is a time where 

even normally shy people may feel compelled to speak about their 

relationship and some of the good times shared with the person 

whose life is being celebrated. Your Minister or Celebrant will assist 

you with the timing of these readings and introduce the speakers in 

the appropriate order. For assistance in preparing a eulogy – please 

see our brochure “The Eulogy, Newspaper Notices and Charitable 

Donations“. 

 
photographic presentation

This has become more and more popular and is a wonderful way of 

personalising the funeral service and remembering some of the happier 

times shared together. The photographic presentation is usually played 

directly after the eulogy. This enables the life story of the person to 

be told with both words and also pictures. You will need to choose 

20-30 photographs and give them to your Funeral Director, who will 

arrange for the presentation to be professionally created and presented 

at the ceremony. Because we believe this is such an important aspect 

of celebrating a life, this is a complimentary service when arranging a 

funeral with Seasons. 

 

music selection

The choice of music at a funeral has a major influence on the event. 

3 to 6 songs will be required and Our Funeral Planners are able to 

assist families in refining their choices and sourcing the appropriate 

recordings. Some popular choices are listed below:

 • Wind Beneath My Wings, Bette Midler

 • Forrest Gump Suite, Alan Silvestri

 • Time to Say Goodbye, Andrea Bocelli and Sarah Brightman

 • Unforgettable, Nat King Cole

 • My Way, Frank Sinatra

 • Angel, Sarah McLaghlan

 • Circle of Life, Elton John

 • Memories, Elvis Presley

 • Hallelujah, KD Lang

 • The Way We Were, Barbara Streisand

 • Take Me Home Country Roads, John Denver

 • True Blue, John Williamson

 • Amazing Grace, Nana Mouskouri

 • On Eagles Wings, Michael Crawford

 • Pie Jesu, Celtic Woman

 • Clair de lune, Claude Debussy

 • The Last Post (for Return Service Men and Women)

 
reflective time

Reflection time is the part of the service when family and mourners 

are invited to come forward to the coffin or casket to offer a final 

farewell. While music quietly plays in the background, it is a time 

of contemplation and remembrance. Often, the family opt to make 

available rosemary or lavendar sprigs, rose petals or individual stems 

to place on the coffin – but is there something else significant? Shells 

may be appropriate if the individual was a surfer or fisherman. TAB 

cards with personal written messages may be an option for someone 

who loved the horses.  

 
personalising the chapel

Can we display a few personal items around the coffin or casket at 

the ceremony that mourners can relate to as being a significant part of 

the character of the person who has passed away? Golf clubs and bag, 

a surfboard, guitar, photo albums, trophies, candles or a hat or cap 

they always wore could be placed on top of the coffin? Is an Australian 
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(or other) flag appropriate? What about a bottle of wine or favourite 

liquor? Is it appropriate idea to offer a toast with the person’s favourite 

drink (depends on liquor laws at the venue chosen).

 

balloon or dove release?

It may or may not be appropriate to release balloons or doves as 

part of the ceremony. This can be a wonderful way to end a beautiful 

tribute and set the “spirit” of your loved one free. It is an uplifting and 

healing experience – especially when children are in attendance. They 

may draw comfort from this involvement. For more information on how 

to help your child cope with a loss of someone special, please see our 

brochure on “Children and Death”.

 

coffin or casket?

There are many different types of coffins and caskets available. These 

range in price from around $1,000 to over $40,000 depending on the 

materials, which may be particleboard, solid timber, protective metal 

or cardboard. A recent innovation is the environmentally friendly 

“Lifeart” coffins, an Australian concept. These are available in a 

selection of personalised styles that are a designed to be a reflection 

of common themes or passions, such as surfing, music, fishing, forests, 

wildflowers, motorbikes to name a few. The choice of the coffin or 

casket is an important one and can also help to reflect the life of the 

person who has passed. Your Funeral Director will assist you with this 

at the appropriate time.

 

should I view?

Some people like to hold a viewing to offer family members and 

friends an opportunity to see the face of the deceased and to say a 

personal farewell, while others prefer a closed coffin that is farewelled 

at the funeral. This is a matter of choice and it is important to canvas 

the opinions of all family members. We are all different and not doing 

so can sometimes cause unnecessary rifts after the event. Viewing time 

may be held privately or may be open to friends and acquaintances. 
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